














Program Spotlight:
Science in the Park & Therapeutic Recreation



Science in the Park
Utilizing County Parks for Environmental 

Education

Presenter
Christy Mory- Environmental Programs Manager



Science in the Park- Who Are We

► Science in the Park is a nature-
based education program 
that uses county parks as 
outdoor classrooms. 

► Lessons encourage inquiry- 
based learning; allowing 
students to make observations, 
ask questions, and become 
scientists for the day.

► Each lesson was written to 
reinforce key concepts and 
vocabulary and align with 
Virginia’s Standards of 
Learning 
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Program Highlights

Science in the Park
► 2024 - Our Biggest Year! 10,075 students
► 2025- Even Bigger! 11,025 Students anticipated

Meaningful Watershed                         
Educational Experience                                

(MWEE)
► 2024-Number of Students seen: 799
► 2025- 1838 students anticipated. 
► 143% increase 

SIP-Special Education
► 2024- 758 Students 
► 2025-835 Students Anticipated
► 10% increase



What Teachers are Saying
 “The instructors made this 

experience fun and educational. 
We love Science in the Park”                       
-  Old Bridge Elementary

 “This fieldtrip is a yearly event. 
I’ve already registered for Spring 
2026!”                                                        
-Lakeridge Elementary

 From registering to coming on 
the fieldtrip, this experience has 
been amazing. We’ll be back                                                          
– Reagan Middle School



Funding the Fun
► Science in the Park materials and  

equipment are largely grant funded
► Over 6,200 Title 1 students grant funded         

in 2024-2025 School Year
► MWEE and SPED programs expanded 

THANK YOU!
 

► Hylton Foundation
► PWC Parks Foundation
► White House Farm Foundation
► Fairfax County Water Grant



Challenges-Goals
Challenges

► Staff retention
► Limited to 3 locations- One west end, 

two east end
► Limited equipment and space to 

expand 

Goals
► Expand MWEE and  SPED programs
► Increase community programs in  

conservation and stewardship
► Create a “Teaching Garden”



Questions

Christy Mory- 
Cmory@pwcgov.org

Ryan Amato-
RAmato@pwcgov.org

mailto:Cmory@pwcgov.org
mailto:RAmato@pwcgov.org


Therapeutic Recreation
ADA Compliance, Adapted Programs, and 

Inclusion

Presenter
Veronica Laughman- ADA Coordinator



Current Operations
ADA Compliance 

Partnerships/Collabs

Adapted Programs
  Field and address ADA grievances  (11 in 2024)
  Program Access (52 req. outside of summer camp)
  Playground and Park compliance review

 Camp in a Box (Spring/Winter)
 Adapted Kayaking
 Adapted Swimming
 Adapted Cooking
 Adapted Soccer
 Therapeutic Art
 Miracle League (Sports Div)
 Adapted Dance (Dance Prog)
 Healthy Kids Club

 Tween Stem Program/PWCPL
 Human Rights Division
 I Can Swim
 Adapted Yoga (2026)



2024 Highlights

► Collaborated with Prince William Public 
Libraries to offer a Tween Stem Program

► Hosted 3 successful cooking classes
► Developed an Adapted Swim program in   

collaboration with Aquatics to help with swim 
class readiness

► Advanced the Adapted Art Program to 
Therapeutic Art with an Art Therapy Student 
Instructor

► Launched adapted soccer program
► Hosted 4th Therapeutic Recreation Intern 



Program Data



Challenges
Space 

Staffing

  Hard to find open space
  Hard to find the type of space needed for therapeutic programming
  Not a lot of appropriate programming space on the west side of the county

 Program Instructors with Certification
 Consistent Hours



Questions

Veronica Laughman-
Vlaughman@pwcgov.org

Ryan Amato-
RAmato@pwcgov.org

mailto:Cmory@pwcgov.org
mailto:RAmato@pwcgov.org
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