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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Virginia Department of Transportation – NOVA District Environmental 

DATE: March 1, 2024 

FROM: Steven Swarr, JMT 

PROJECT: Marina Way Extension 

RE: Environmental Justice Analysis  

 

The following is a memorandum documenting the Environmental Justice (EJ) analysis that was 

conducted for the Marina Way Extension project. This analysis was completed per the guidelines 

identified in VDOT’s IIM-ED-714.1: Environmental Justice Identification and Outreach document. This 

analysis was done in addition to the detailed EJ analysis included in the Marina Way Environmental 

Assessment (EA).  

The Environmental Justice (EJ) study area for the Marina Way Extension project in Woodbridge, VA is 

entirely within one Census Tract (51153900201). Minority populations, limited English speaking 

households, and low-income households are used to identify EJ populations. Data was collected for 

Census Tract 51153900201 and Prince William County is from the Environmental Protection Agency’s 

(EPA) EJ Screen Environmental Screening and Mapping Tool and summarized in the table above. Full 

EJScreen reports for Census Tract 51153900201 and Prince William County are attached to this 

summary.  

Index  Census Tract 51153900201 Prince William County, VA 

Total Population:  2,338 477,224 

People of Color:  77% 59% 

Population of one race:  98% 96% 

White alone  23% 41% 

Black or African American alone  25% 20% 

American Indian   0% 0% 

Asian alone  7% 9% 

Hispanic alone  40% 25% 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific 

Islander alone  
0% 0% 

Some Other Race alone  2% 0% 

Population of 2 or more races:  2% 4% 

Limited English Speaking:  11% 6% 

Low Income:  23% 17% 
*Data from EJScreen: Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool 
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Minority Populations 

The EPA defines minority populations based on the percentage of people of color which is individuals in 

a block group/census tract who “list their racial status as a race other than white alone and/or list their 

ethnicity as Hispanic or Latino”. The word “alone” indicates that a person is not multiracial and identifies 

as one single race. As indicated in the reports, the state and national averages for minority population 

percentage are 38% and 39% respectively. Census Tract 51153900201 has a minority population 

percentage of 77% which is higher than both the state and national averages. Additionally, this number 

is higher than the minority population percentage in Prince William County (59%). This data indicates 

the presence of an EJ population.   

Limited English-Speaking Households 

As defined by the EPA, Limited English Speaking is the percent of people within a block group who live in 

a household in which all members aged 14 and older speak a non-English language and also have 

difficulty with English. The state average for Limited English-Speaking Households is 2% while the 

national average is 5%. The population of people in a Limited English-Speaking Household in Census 

Tract 51153900201 is 11% while the percentage of the population in Prince William County is 6%.  

Low-Income Households 

The EPA defines low-income as households in which the household income is less than or equal to twice 

the federal "poverty level." The state average for households below this income is 25% and the national 

average is 31%. The percentage of people in Census Tract 51153900201 that live in a low-income 

household is 23% which is lower than state and national averages. This does not indicate the presence 

of an EJ population. 

Impact to EJ Populations 

The project will require the acquisition of new right-of-way (ROW) but does not require the 

displacement or relocation of any residences or businesses. The result of the project is to relieve the 

burden of future traffic congestion and improve vehicle and pedestrian accessibility to residences and 

businesses in the North Woodbridge area.  Although there are EJ populations present, the Project is not 

anticipated to have disproportionate and adverse human health or environmental effects on these 

populations. No low-income populations have been identified that would be adversely impacted by the 

proposed project. 
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